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Analysis Amos Harel 


Emergency rule 
to be enforced as 
infections spike 


Noa Landau 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu announced new 
measures to restrict move- 
ment, telling citizens they 
will be required to stay at 
home as much as possible. 
“Tt is not a recommendation, 
but an obligation, which will 
be enforced,” he told a press 
briefing. 

The government was set 
to vote on the emergency 
measures late Thursday, 
and they would be in effect 
for a week. According to 
these regulations, Israelis 
will only be allowed to leave 
home to get to work - for em- 
ployees not working from 
home or on leave - to buy 
food and medicine, receive 
medical care, donate blood, 
protest, and attend court 
hearings and religious cer- 
emonies. 


“The number of patients 
increases daily. ... We might 
end up with many fatalities,” 
Netanyuahu said, calling on 
citizens to comply with the 
new regualtions and vowing 
to expand further the num- 
ber of tests carried out daily. 

Netanyahu said on 
Thursday night that the 
government would issue 
emergency regulations to 
restrict movement, which 
would come into effect im- 
mediately and be enforced 
by the authorities, 

“Until this moment no- 
body in Israel has died of 
coronavirus, but to my re- 
gret this isn’t expected to 
continue,” Netanyahu said. 
“It requires difficult deci- 
sions.” 

According to the regula- 
tions due to come into effect 
in the coming week, leaving 
one’s home will be permitted 


only in these cases: Going to 
work and back; buying food, 
medicines and essential 
products; receiving medi- 
cal service; donating blood; 
attending demonstrations; 
attending to legal processes; 
taking part in an unorga- 
nized sports activity of up 
to five people; leaving for a 
short while to a place near 
home; and going to a reli- 
gious ceremony (wedding 
or funeral). 

Netanyahu said the gov- 
ernment is acting to increase 
the number of ventilators and 
that by Sunday 3,000 tests for 
the coronavirus will be held 
daily. In the following week 
the Health Ministry will try 
to increase the number of 
tests to 5,000 a day. 

He added that the state is 
seeking to make up for the 
shortage in protective equip- 
ment, including masks. 


tg F 


Demonstrators outside the Knesset protesting the decision to enable the Shin Bet to monitor the phones of 


Israelis who are known to have or are suspected of having COVID-19. See full story, Page 3. 


Ohad Zwigenberg 


Sick health 
system at heart 
of virus crisis 


The heart of the problem in Israel’s battle 
with the coronavirus - even before its flawed 
preparations, which are now being exposed -is 
the overall state of its health system. 

The public health system has been starved 
for years, its staff and equipment systemati- 
cally cut. Hospitals suffer from chronic insuf- 
ficiency, and every unusually severe seasonal 
flu threatens them with collapse. 

Now they’re facing the coronavirus, for 
which they’re unprepared. Many staffers are 
already in quarantine for fear that they’ve 
been infected, and in the background are the 
past week’s terrifying events in Italy and Spain. 

Based on conversations with many profes- 
sionals, this is the main problem, before even 
mentioning the severe shortage of corona- 
virus test kits and protective equipment for 
medical staff. This is a frightening, years-long 


See HEALTH, Page 4 l 


To our readers 


Due to the ongoing coronavirus crisis 
and the restrictions on places of enter- 
tainment and leisure, The Guide will not 
be appearing this week. 

Television listings for the upcoming 
weekend appear inside today’s news- 
paper, along with Sudoku puzzles and 
Brain Strain. Daily television listings 
will be published throughout the week. 

We will resume publication of The 
Guide as soon as possible. 


At secret coronavirus debate, a call 
for ‘suspension of individual freedom’ 


Noa Landau and 
Jonathan Lis 


Israel’s public health ser- 
vices chief told an emergen- 
cy meeting of lawmakers on 
an intelligence panel earlier 
this week that the key to 
eradicating the coronavirus 
pandemic relies on the en- 
forcement of strict isolation 
measures, and the timing of 
introducing that policy. 

In her remarks to the 
Knesset Subcommittee on 
Intelligence and Secret 
Services on Monday, con- 
cerning the Shin Bet secu- 


rity service’s monitoring 
of coronavirus patients, 
Sigal Sadetsky referenced 
the Chinese handling of 
COVID-19. She told the 
panels chairman, MK 
Gabi Ashkenazi (Kahol 
Lavan), that it all depends 
on “when you start it and 
how strongly you do it,” 
and that she believes “ev- 
eryone will do the same 
thing.” 

When MK Yoav Kish 
(Likud) sought to clarify 
whether she meant a total 
lockdown or curfew, Sa- 
detsky replied: “A lockdown 


and personal monitoring of 
people, and a total halt to 
personal freedoms.” 

Sadetsy and Moshe Bar 
Siman Tov, the Health Min- 
istry’s director general, 
tried to persuade commit- 
tee members to give the 
Shin Bet the go-ahead to 
use “special technological 
means” to detect where 
people diagnosed with the 
disease had been and the 
people they were exposed to 
while they were contagious, 
and to isolate them. 

When Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu an- 


nounced Saturday that such 
methods had been adopted, 
it provoked a strong public 
outcry due to the extraor- 
dinary loss of civil liber- 
ties by methods normally 
reserved for use in the war 
on terror. 

These special means in- 
clude gathering data about 
a person’s location via their 
cellphone and additional 
technological information 
using secret tools, and 
cross-referencing all of 
the data. 


See SECRET, Page 2 
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Scientists and workmen rigging the world’s first atomic bomb to raise it up a tower in the desert 
near Alamagordo, New Mexico, in July 1945. 
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Immigrants 
from U.S. 
arrive, but 
Falashmura 
flight nixed 


Judy Maltz 


Two dozen immigrants 
from the East Coast of the 
United States landed on a spe- 
cial flight to Israel on Thurs- 
day afternoon as scheduled, 
the first organized group of 
immigrants to arrive in the 
country since the coronavirus 
outbreak began. 

Meanwhile, though, a 
flight of 50 members of the 
Falashmura community in 
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Ethiopia, which was sched- 
uled to arrive in Israel on 
Wednesday night, was can- 
celed at the last moment. Ac- 
cording to sources connected 
tothe community, passengers 
waiting for the flight were 
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How asleepy Israeli town helped 
the Soviet Union get the bomb 


small town of Gan Yavne. 


council at Gan Yavne, a town 


told they could not come to 
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in the 1940s were recently 
uncovered at a cemetery near 
Ashdod, southern Israel. 

At Haaretz’s request, 
Gidi Poraz - a genealogical 
researcher who searches 
for missing Jews around 
the world - located the 
graves, which had not been 
tended in a long time, in the 


ham Leib Seborer, who died 
in 1971, reads “Ben Torah 
VeYashar Derekh” (“A righ- 
teous and just man”). The 
tombstone of his wife, Shaina 
Brucha, knownas Jennie, who 
died in 1964, bears no special 
inscription. 

Finding these graves was 
no simple task. The religious 


born and raised in the town, 
insisted that he “remembers 
everyone” and that “there is 
no Seborer family.” But Poraz, 
armed with information from 
the FBI that was published in 
The New York Times last year, 
did not give up. 
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would be arriving in Israel 
next week and another big- 
ger group after Passover 
next month. 

The American flight 
was organized by Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, a group that han- 
dles immigration from the 
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